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Introduction:	This	article	examines	the	strategic	function	of	cultural	
diplomacy	 in	 realizing	 the	 “Chinese	 Dream,”	 the	 national	
rejuvenation	 project	 that	 seeks	 to	 reposition	 China	 as	 a	 leading	
global	 power.	 The	 study	 starts	 from	 the	premise	 that	 culture	has	
been	instrumentalized	as	an	essential	vector	of	Chinese	soft	power,	
aimed	 at	 reshaping	 international	 perceptions	 and	 legitimizing	 its	
geopolitical	 rise.	 Method:	 The	 research	 is	 based	 on	 a	 qualitative	
analysis	of	official	documents,	speeches	by	Chinese	leadership,	and	
specialized	 academic	 literature.	 Case	 study	 methodology	 is	
employed,	focusing	on	emblematic	initiatives	such	as	the	Confucius	
Institute	network	and	 the	Belt	and	Road	 Initiative,	 to	deconstruct	
the	 mechanisms,	 narratives,	 and	 objectives	 of	 contemporary	
Chinese	 cultural	 diplomacy.	 Results:	 The	 analysis	 reveals	 a	
coordinated,	 multifaceted	 strategy	 where	 cultural	 diplomacy	
operates	 as	 a	 transmitter	 of	 a	 narrative	 of	 peace,	 mutual	
development,	and	civilizational	exceptionalism.	The	results	indicate	
significant	success	in	expanding	Chinese	influence	in	Global	South	
regions,	 while	 in	 the	 West,	 resistances	 persist,	 associated	 with	
perceptions	 of	 propagandistic	 instrumentalization	 and	 a	 lack	 of	
reciprocity	 in	 cultural	 exchange.	 Discussion:	 It	 is	 concluded	 that	
cultural	 diplomacy	 is	 an	 indispensable	 pillar	 for	 the	 “Chinese	
Dream.”	However,	its	long-term	efficacy	is	contingent	on	its	ability	
to	foster	a	genuinely	bidirectional	dialogue	and	manage	the	inherent	
tension	 between	 its	 projection	 of	 harmony	 and	 the	 realities	 of	
geopolitical	competition.	

	 RESUMEN	
	
Palabras	clave:	
diplomacia	cultural,	sueño	chino,	
poder	blando,	relaciones	
internacionales,	narrativa	nacional.	

Introducción:	 Este	 artículo	 examina	 la	 función	 estratégica	 de	 la	
diplomacia	cultural	en	la	realización	del	“Sueño	Chino”,	el	proyecto	
de	rejuvenecimiento	nacional	que	busca	reposicionar	a	China	como	
potencia	global	líder.	El	estudio	parte	de	la	premisa	de	que	la	cultura	
ha	sido	instrumentalizada	como	un	vector	esencial	del	poder	blando	
chino,	dirigido	a	remodelar	percepciones	internacionales	y	legitimar	
su	 ascenso	 geopolítico.	 Método:	 La	 investigación	 se	 basa	 en	 un	
análisis	cualitativo	de	documentos	oficiales,	discursos	de	liderazgo	
chino	y	literatura	académica	especializada.	Se	emplea	el	estudio	de	
casos,	 centrándose	 en	 iniciativas	 emblemáticas	 como	 la	 red	 de	
Institutos	 Confucio	 y	 la	 Iniciativa	 de	 la	 Franja	 y	 la	 Ruta,	 para	
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deconstruir	los	mecanismos,	narrativas	y	objetivos	de	la	diplomacia	
cultural	 china	 contemporánea.	 Resultados:	 El	 análisis	 revela	 una	
estrategia	coordinada	y	multifacética	donde	la	diplomacia	cultural	
opera	como	transmisora	de	una	narrativa	de	paz,	desarrollo	mutuo	
y	 excepcionalismo	 civilizatorio.	 Los	 resultados	 indican	 un	 éxito	
significativo	en	la	ampliación	de	la	influencia	china	en	regiones	del	
Sur	 Global,	 mientras	 que	 en	 Occidente	 persisten	 resistencias	
asociadas	a	percepciones	de	instrumentalización	propagandística	y	
falta	 de	 reciprocidad	 en	 el	 intercambio	 cultural.	 Discusión:	 Se	
concluye	que	la	diplomacia	cultural	es	un	pilar	indispensable	para	el	
“Sueño	Chino”.	Sin	embargo,	su	eficacia	a	largo	plazo	está	sujeta	a	su	
capacidad	para	generar	un	diálogo	auténticamente	bidireccional	y	
gestionar	la	tensión	inherente	entre	su	proyección	de	armonía	y	las	
realidades	de	la	competencia	geopolítica.	
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Introduction	
	

The	"Chinese	Dream"	of	national	rejuvenation,	championed	by	Xi	Jinping,	seeks	to	
reposition	China	as	a	leading	global	power.		Cultural	diplomacy	plays	a	crucial	role	in	this	
strategy	by	projecting	an	attractive	image	of	China	to	the	world.	This	article	analyzes	how	
the	"Chinese	Dream"	 influences	China's	cultural	diplomacy	strategies	and	evaluates	 its	
effectiveness.	
	
The	Chinese	Dream:	Ambitions	and	Context	

		The	 "Chinese	Dream"	 is	 a	 term	 used	 to	 describe	 China's	 vision	 of	 becoming	 a	
leading	 global	 power	 in	 all	 areas.	 It	 is	 a	 national	 ambition	 that	 seeks	 to	 revitalize	 the	
nation	and	restore	its	place	in	the	world	after	a	century	of	humiliations	and	challenges.	

		It	 is	 a	 political	 and	 nationalist	 concept	 coined	 by	 President	 Xi	 Jinping	 that	
encapsulates	China's	ambition	to	become	a	leading	global	power	in	all	areas.	It	is	a	vision	
that	seeks	to	revitalize	the	Chinese	nation,	restore	its	historical	prestige,	and	consolidate	
its	position	in	the	world	order.	

In	essence,	 the	Chinese	Dream	represents	China's	aspiration	to	achieve	a	"great	
rejuvenation	of	the	Chinese	nation."	

		The	 "Chinese	Dream"	 is	 a	 long-term	vision	 that	 aims	 to	 restore	 China's	 global	
dominance	and	the	power	and	influence	it	enjoyed	centuries	ago.	It	is	a	powerful	story	
that	combines	real	life,	the	contemporary	era,	and	a	worldview.	China,	on	the	other	hand,	
dreams	of:	

● Overcoming	 the	shame	of	 the	"Century	of	Humiliation,"	an	era	of	 instability	
and	foreign	domination	that	greatly	affected	China's	national	identity.	

● China	must	become	the	undisputed	leader	in	the	global	economy,	politics,	and	
technology,	thereby	challenging	U.S.	hegemony.	

● Unite	 behind	 the	 PCC	 leadership	 and	 support	 its	 government	 to	 achieve	
economic	success	and	national	development.	

● Promote	 Chinese	 culture	 to	 make	 it	 a	 global	 benchmark	 and	 strengthen	
national	identity.	
	

The	Historical	Context:	The	Century	of	Humiliation	
The	Century	of	Humiliation	was	a	Dark	Age	in	Chinese	history,	and	in	this	context,	

the	term	will	be	used	to	describe	a	period	of	Chinese	history	spanning	roughly	from	the	
mid-19th	century	to	the	mid-20th	century.	During	this	period,	China	suffered	a	series	of	
humiliations	and	acts	of	aggression	at	the	hands	of	Western	powers	and	Japan,	which	led	
to	a	significant	erosion	of	its	sovereignty	and	a	profound	national	crisis.	

		Among	 the	 causes	of	 the	 "Century	of	Humiliation"	was	 the	decline	of	 the	Qing	
Empire.	During	 the	Qing	Dynasty,	which	 ruled	China	 for	more	 than	 two	centuries,	 the	
empire	was	in	a	state	of	decline,	with	a	corrupt	bureaucracy,	a	stagnant	economy,	and	an	
inability	to	adapt	to	the	challenges	of	modernity.	

		The	Qing	Dynasty,	weakened	by	corruption	and	inefficiency,	faced	technologically	
superior	 Western	 powers	 that	 imposed	 unequal	 treaties	 and	 established	 spheres	 of	
influence.	China's	predominantly	agricultural	economy	was	unable	to	compete	with	the	
industrial	 powers,	 and	 the	 lack	 of	 national	 unity	made	 it	 easier	 for	 foreign	 powers	 to	
invade.	Resistance	to	modernization	and	a	clinging	to	ancestral	traditions	also	hindered	
China's	 development.	 Taken	 together,	 these	 factors	made	 China	 vulnerable	 to	 foreign	
exploitation	and	internal	instability,	marking	a	period	of	great	humiliation	in	its	history.	

		The	 Taiping	 Rebellion,	 a	 large-scale	 religious	 uprising,	 further	 weakened	 the	
empire	 and	 exacerbated	 internal	 instability.	 At	 the	 same	 time,	 nationalist	movements	
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emerged	that	sought	to	modernize	China	and	resist	foreign	interference.	Figures	such	as	
Sun	Yat-sen	became	symbols	of	the	struggle	for	independence	and	national	unity.	

		Foreign	powers,	such	as	Great	Britain,	France,	Russia,	Germany,	and	Japan,	took	
advantage	of	China's	weakness	to	impose	their	interests.	Through	unequal	treaties,	they	
secured	 territorial	 concessions,	 trade	 rights,	 and	 spheres	 of	 influence.	 These	 powers	
fomented	internal	divisions	in	China	and	supported	various	political	factions	in	order	to	
weaken	the	imperial	government	and	secure	their	own	interests.	

		This	period	of	humiliation	had	a	profound	impact	on	China's	national	identity	and	
motivated	many	intellectuals	and	leaders	to	seek	ways	to	modernize	and	strengthen	the	
country.	The	experience	of	the	"Century	of	Humiliation"	remains	an	important	theme	in	
Chinese	national	narrative	and	has	influenced	China's	policies	in	the	21st	century.	

		Social	 inequalities	 are	 another	 cause;	 deep-seated	 social	 inequalities	 and	 the	
oppression	of	peasants	created	an	atmosphere	of	instability	and	discontent.	

		Foreign	interventionism,	when	Western	powers—such	as	Great	Britain,	France,	
and	Russia,	 as	well	 as	 Japan—took	 advantage	 of	 China’s	weakness	 to	 impose	 unequal	
treaties,	demanding	reparations,	territorial	concessions,	and	spheres	of	influence.	

		During	the	Opium	War,	which	was	triggered	by	the	Chinese	government's	ban	on	
opium,	China	suffered	a	humiliating	defeat,	and	the	war	paved	the	way	for	greater	foreign	
interference.	

		This	 had	 severe	 consequences,	 such	 as	 the	 loss	 of	 territory;	 China	 lost	 large	
swaths	of	territory,	including	Hong	Kong	and	Taiwan,	and	was	forced	to	grant	concessions	
in	major	cities	such	as	Shanghai	and	Tianjin.	

		The	imposition	of	unequal	treaties,	which	limited	China's	sovereignty	by	granting	
foreign	powers	extraterritorial	rights	and	customs	privileges.	

		It	also	led	to	the	weakening	of	the	imperial	system;	the	prestige	of	the	Qing	Empire	
was	severely	damaged,	which	undermined	its	authority	and	hastened	its	downfall.	

		Another	 significant	 consequence	 was	 the	 rise	 of	 Chinese	 nationalism;	 the	
humiliation	China	suffered	during	this	period	sparked	strong	nationalist	sentiment	and	a	
desire	to	modernize	and	strengthen	the	country.	

		It	wasn't	all	negative;	it	left	a	legacy	known	as	the	"Century	of	Humiliation,"	which	
left	a	deep	mark	on	the	Chinese	national	consciousness.	Communist	 leaders	have	used	
this	historical	period	to	justify	the	revolution	and	the	building	of	a	strong	and	powerful	
China.	The	desire	to	regain	lost	greatness	and	avoid	future	humiliations	has	been	a	driving	
force	in	Chinese	foreign	policy	for	decades.	

		So,	to	understand	the	Chinese	Dream,	it	is	necessary	to	understand	the	historical	
context	that	shaped	it.	The	“century	of	humiliation”	was	a	period	of	great	risk	for	China,	
characterized	by	interference	from	external	powers,	the	loss	of	territory,	and	unbalanced	
decision-making	 processes.	 This	 experience	 left	 a	 deep	 scar	 on	 China's	 national	
consciousness,	giving	rise	to	resentment	and	a	desire	for	revenge.	

		It	has	been	demonstrated	through	experience	that	this	has	shaped	the	DNA	of	the	
Chinese	 nation;	 this	 is	 why	 the	 “Chinese	 Dream”	 bears	 that	 name.	 The	 strength	 and	
imbalance	inherent	in	its	DNA	and	culture	can	give	rise	to	an	unprecedented	present.	

		The	Chinese	Dream	refers,	 in	part,	 to	a	response	to	this	humiliating	past.	 In	 its	
quest	 for	national	strength	and	 international	recognition,	China	seeks	to	overcome	the	
traumas	of	the	past	and	demonstrate	to	the	world	its	ability	to	be	a	major	power.	

		This	has	profound	implications	for	both	China	and	the	international	order.	
For	China:	

● Support	 the	 financial	 transition	 toward	 a	 model	 based	 on	 innovation	 and	
technology.	

● It	creates	a	desire	to	have	more	relationships	and	a	better	life.	
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● Centralization	of	power	within	the	state	and	restriction	of	individual	freedoms	
for	the	sake	of	stability	and	development.	

		On	behalf	of	the	international	list:	
● It	opposes	U.S.	hegemony	and	promotes	a	multilateral	international	order.	
● Promote	the	establishment	of	international	institutions	and	rules	that	reflect	

China's	interests.	
● It	highlights	fierce	competition	between	China	and	the	United	States	in	various	

fields,	ranging	from	the	economy	to	technology	and	geopolitics.	
		In	 short,	 the	 Chinese	 Dream	 is	 a	 powerful	 vision	 of	 the	 future	 that	 aims	 to	

transform	 China	 into	 a	 world	 power.	 It	 stems	 from	 China's	 shameful	 past,	 and	 its	
consequences	 are	 being	 felt	 both	 at	 home	 and	 abroad.	 Cultural	 diplomacy	 plays	 an	
important	role	in	realizing	this	dream	by	creating	a	positive	image	of	China	and	attracting	
other	countries	to	its	platform.	

Cultural	Diplomacy:	An	Essential	Tool	
		Cultural	diplomacy	is	a	strategy	that	uses	cultural	 factors—such	as	technology,	

knowledge,	 and	 the	 exchange	 of	 languages	 and	 culture—to	 influence	 the	 thoughts,	
feelings,	and	behaviors	of	others.	Unlike	traditional	diplomacy,	which	focuses	on	relations	
between	governments,	cultural	diplomacy	seeks	 to	engage	the	public	and	build	 lasting	
relationships	 based	 on	 mutual	 understanding	 and	 cooperation.	 Chinese	 cultural	
diplomacy	has	several	key	objectives:	

● To	present	a	positive	and	modern	image	of	China,	reject	negative	stereotypes,	
and	showcase	a	dynamic	and	evolving	world.	

● To	develop	friendly	and	cooperative	relations	with	other	countries,	especially	
developing	countries.	

● Promote	Confucian	values	such	as	unity,	dignity,	and	respect	for	authority,	and	
set	an	example	for	other	countries.	

● To	 make	 Chinese	 culture	 a	 global	 benchmark	 and	 increase	 the	 number	 of	
people	who	learn	and	speak	Chinese.	

● Promote	foreign	direct	investment	and	attract	foreign	students	and	experts	to	
China.	

To	achieve	these	goals,	China	uses	a	variety	of	resources:	
		Cultural	centers	around	the	world	that	teach	the	Chinese	language	and	promote	

Chinese	culture.	Scholarship	and	Exchange	Program:		
● It	 offers	 study	 opportunities	 and	 scholarships	 to	 Chinese	 students	 and	

professionals.	
● They	 invest	 in	 foreign	media,	 such	as	 television	and	newspapers,	 to	 spread	

their	message.	
● To	produce	and	distribute	film	and	television	programs	that	promote	Chinese	

culture.	
● They	organize	cultural	events	such	as	festivals	and	exhibitions	to	showcase	the	

diversity	and	richness	of	Chinese	culture.	
● It	collaborates	with	foreign	universities	to	create	joint	research	programs	and	

promote	research.	
Cultural	mediation	is	different	from	traditional	diplomacy:	
		Cultural	mediation	 and	 traditional	 diplomacy,	 although	 both	 seek	 to	 influence	

international	 relations,	 operate	 at	 different	 levels	 and	 with	 different	 objectives.	
Traditional	 diplomacy	 focuses	 on	 relations	 between	 states,	 negotiating	 political,	
economic,	and	military	agreements	through	official	channels.	His	approach	is	pragmatic	
and	aims	to	protect	national	interests.	Diplomats	negotiate	treaties,	resolve	disputes,	and	
represent	their	countries	on	the	international	stage.	
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Cultural	mediation,	 on	 the	 other	 hand,	 operates	 on	 a	more	 personal	 and	 social	
level.	 It	 focuses	 on	 building	 bridges	 between	 different	 cultures,	 promoting	 mutual	
understanding	and	intercultural	dialogue.	It	uses	cultural	elements	such	as	art,	education,	
sports,	 and	 academic	 exchanges	 to	 promote	 understanding	 and	 cooperation.	 Unlike	
traditional	 diplomacy,	 cultural	 mediation	 does	 not	 necessarily	 seek	 to	 reach	 specific	
political	agreements,	but	rather	to	create	a	climate	of	trust	and	mutual	respect	that	can	
facilitate	future	negotiations.	

		Cultural	mediation	 focuses	on	 the	relationship	between	governments,	whereas	
cultural	mediation	focuses	on	the	relationship	between	people.	

		It	 focuses	 on	 short-term	 political	 and	 economic	 issues,	 whereas	 traditional	
negotiations	aim	to	build	long-term	relationships	based	on	trust	and	understanding.	

		The	traditional	approach	uses	tools	such	as	treaties	and	diplomatic	agreements,	
while	the	traditional	approach	uses	tools	and	knowledge.	
	
Figure	1	
Main	Differences	Between	Cultural	Mediation	and	Traditional	Diplomacy	
	

	
	
Note.	Source:	Mediation	Models	on	SlideShare	https://es.slideshare.net/slideshow/modelos-de-mediacin-
51779884/51779884.	

	
		In	short,	while	traditional	diplomacy	focuses	on	state	interests	and	uses	official	

channels,	cultural	mediation	seeks	to	build	bridges	between	cultures	and	people,	using	
cultural	elements	as	tools	for	dialogue	and	cooperation.	

	
	

The	Intersection:	The	Chinese	Dream	and	Cultural	Diplomacy	
		Cultural	 diplomacy	 and	 the	 Chinese	 Dream	 form	 a	 strategic	 alliance	 that	 has	

redefined	China's	projection	of	power	on	the	international	stage.	By	using	culture	as	a	tool	
of	"soft	power,"	China	seeks	not	only	to	restore	its	historical	prestige,	but	also	to	shape	
global	perceptions	of	its	rise	as	a	world	power.	Through	initiatives	such	as	the	Confucius	
Institutes,	 investment	 in	 cultural	 projects	 worldwide,	 and	 the	 promotion	 of	 cultural	
exchanges,	China	projects	a	positive	and	appealing	image	while	promoting	its	values	and	
traditions.	

		The	 central	 goal	 of	 this	 strategy	 is	 to	 strengthen	China's	 national	 identity	 and	
restore	the	pride	that	was	wounded	during	the	"Century	of	Humiliation."	By	highlighting	
its	rich	history	and	culture,	China	seeks	to	legitimize	its	position	in	the	world	order	and	
challenge	Western	 cultural	 hegemony.	 In	 addition,	 cultural	 diplomacy	 serves	 to	 build	

https://es.slideshare.net/slideshow/modelos-de-mediacin-51779884/51779884
https://es.slideshare.net/slideshow/modelos-de-mediacin-51779884/51779884
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bridges	 with	 other	 countries,	 foster	 cooperation	 in	 various	 fields,	 and	 create	 an	
environment	conducive	to	China's	economic	and	political	interests.	

		It	is	important	to	note	that	China's	cultural	diplomacy	is	not	an	isolated	initiative,	
but	 rather	 part	 of	 a	 broader	 national	 project	 known	 as	 the	 "Chinese	 Dream."	 This	
ambitious	goal	aims	to	revitalize	the	nation	and	elevate	it	to	the	status	of	a	leading	global	
power	in	all	fields.	Cultural	diplomacy,	by	helping	to	build	a	positive	image	of	China,	plays	
a	vital	role	in	realizing	this	dream.	

		However,	 China's	 cultural	 diplomacy	 also	 faces	 challenges	 and	 criticism.	 Some	
observers	warn	of	the	risk	that	culture	could	be	used	as	a	propaganda	tool	to	impose	a	
particular	worldview	and	stifle	cultural	diversity.	In	addition,	China's	growing	influence	
in	the	cultural	sphere	has	raised	concerns	about	cultural	homogenization	and	the	loss	of	
cultural	identity	in	some	countries.	

		The	 Chinese	 Dream	 intertwines	 in	 a	 unique	 dance	 with	 cultural	 diplomacy,	
forming	an	unbreakable	bond.	Their	shared	goal:	to	paint	a	captivating	picture	of	China	
on	the	world	stage,	while	quietly	expanding	its	influence.	Cultural	diplomacy:	the	key	to	
realizing	the	Chinese	Dream.	

		The	synergy	between	the	Chinese	Dream	and	cultural	diplomacy	manifests	itself	
in	 various	 ways.	 Cultural	 diplomacy	 lends	 legitimacy	 to	 China's	 global	 ambitions	 by	
portraying	 the	 country	 as	 a	 benign	 and	 cooperative	 actor	 on	 the	 international	 stage.	
Through	culture	and	cultural	exchanges,	China	 is	able	 to	draw	other	countries	 into	 its	
sphere	of	 influence,	building	relationships	based	on	trust	and	cooperation.	 In	addition,	
cultural	diplomacy	helps	enhance	China's	soft	power—that	is,	its	ability	to	influence	other	
countries	through	attraction	and	persuasion	rather	than	coercion.	Both	tools	draw	on	a	
shared	narrative	that	highlights	China's	achievements	and	its	vision	of	a	better	future	for	
the	world.	

		China	has	 implemented	several	strategies	 to	 integrate	 the	Chinese	Dream	with	
cultural	diplomacy.		

		This	 ambitious	 infrastructure	 project	 connects	 China	 with	 Asia,	 Africa,	 and	
Europe,	boosting	trade,	investment,	and	cooperation.	The	Belt	and	Road	Initiative	has	not	
only	an	economic	focus	but	also	a	cultural	one,	as	it	facilitates	exchanges	among	diverse	
civilizations.		

		In	 the	 realm	 of	 soft	 power,	 China	 is	 making	 significant	 investments	 in	 public	
diplomacy	 to	 project	 a	 positive	 image	 of	 the	 country	 abroad.	 This	 includes	 the	 use	 of	
media,	social	media,	cultural	exchanges,	and	scholarship	programs.	In	addition,	Confucian	
values—such	 as	 harmony,	 hierarchy,	 and	 respect	 for	 authority—are	 promoted	 as	 an	
alternative	 to	Western	 values.	 China	 seeks	 to	 position	 these	 principles	 as	 a	 source	 of	
wisdom	and	stability	in	an	increasingly	unstable	world.	

	
Specific	Case	Studies	

1. China	 has	 made	 significant	 investments	 in	 Africa,	 financing	 major	
infrastructure	 projects	 and	 providing	 development	 assistance.	 At	 the	 same	
time,	 it	 has	 promoted	 Chinese	 culture	 through	 Confucius	 Institutes	 and	
cultural	cooperation	programs.	

0. In	 Latin	 America,	 China	 has	 forged	 strong	 economic	 and	 political	 ties	with	
several	 countries	 by	 financing	 infrastructure	 projects	 and	 purchasing	 raw	
materials.	It	has	also	promoted	Chinese	culture	through	cultural	centers	and	
exchange	programs.	

0. In	 Asia,	 China	 has	 strengthened	 its	 ties	 with	 its	 neighbors	 and	 promoted	
regional	integration	through	mechanisms	such	as	the	Association	of	Southeast	
Asian	Nations	(ASEAN).	
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Analysis	of	Key	Narratives	and	Messages	
		The	 central	 idea	 of	 Chinese	 cultural	 diplomacy	 revolves	 around	 the	 concept	 of	 a	
community	with	a	shared	future,	where	all	countries	can	benefit	from	cooperation	and	
joint	development.	Other	important	messages	include:	

● Peace	 and	 Development:	 China	 positions	 itself	 as	 a	 champion	 of	 peace	 and	
development,	in	contrast	to	the	more	aggressive	policies	of	other	powers.	

● Non-interference	in	internal	affairs:	China	respects	the	sovereignty	of	nations	and	
does	not	attempt	to	impose	its	political	model.	

● Win-win	cooperation:	Collaboration	with	China	 is	beneficial	 for	all	participating	
countries.	
		In	 short,	 the	 link	 between	 the	 Chinese	Dream	and	 cultural	 diplomacy	 is	 a	 key	

strategy	 for	 China's	 rise	 as	 a	 global	 power.	 By	 combining	 geopolitical	 ambitions	with	
cultural	tools,	China	aims	to	build	a	multipolar	world	in	which	it	plays	a	central	role.	

Impact	and	Repercussions	
		The	 "Chinese	 Dream"	 cultural	 diplomacy	 program	 has	 had	 a	 profound	 and	

multifaceted	impact	both	domestically	and	internationally.	Domestically,	it	has	served	as	
a	powerful	tool	for	strengthening	national	identity	and	patriotism	among	Chinese	citizens.	
By	promoting	China's	values	and	history,	the	program	has	strengthened	the	legitimacy	of	
the	communist	regime	and	mobilized	civil	society	around	a	common	national	project.	

		On	 the	 international	 stage,	 China's	 cultural	 diplomacy	 has	 succeeded	 in	
transforming	the	country's	image,	presenting	China	as	a	civilization	rich	in	history	and	
culture	 and	 as	 a	 responsible	 global	 actor.	 This	 has	 allowed	 it	 to	 expand	 its	 cultural	
influence	around	the	world,	especially	in	developing	countries,	and	has	strengthened	its	
bilateral	relations	with	numerous	countries.	In	addition,	it	has	been	an	effective	tool	for	
promoting	China's	economic	interests	by	facilitating	the	export	of	cultural	products	and	
attracting	tourists.	

		In	the	long	term,	the	goal	of	Chinese	cultural	diplomacy	is	to	build	a	community	
with	a	shared	future,	based	on	Chinese	values	and	principles.	This	ambition	poses	a	direct	
challenge	 to	 Western	 cultural	 hegemony	 and	 offers	 an	 alternative	 to	 traditional	
development	 models.	 However,	 this	 strategy	 has	 also	 drawn	 criticism	 and	 faced	
challenges.	 Some	 observers	 warn	 that	 China's	 cultural	 diplomacy	 may	 be	 used	 as	 a	
propaganda	 tool	 to	 conceal	 the	 country's	 internal	 problems	 and	promote	 an	 idealized	
view	of	China.	In	addition,	there	is	concern	that	the	spread	of	Chinese	culture	could	lead	
to	cultural	homogenization	and	the	loss	of	cultural	diversity	in	other	countries.	

		In	conclusion,	the	Chinese	Dream's	cultural	diplomacy	program	is	an	ambitious	
and	complex	initiative	with	a	significant	impact	on	international	relations.	While	it	has	
made	significant	progress	in	promoting	Chinese	culture	and	strengthening	the	country's	
image,	it	also	poses	challenges	and	sparks	debate	regarding	the	nature	and	objectives	of	
this	strategy.	
	
Cultural	Dimensions	and	Values	

		China's	cultural	diplomacy,	as	part	of	its	soft	power	strategy,	is	rooted	in	a	rich	
cultural	 and	 philosophical	 tradition	 that	 seeks	 to	 connect	 with	 audiences	 around	 the	
world.	It	is	not	just	a	matter	of	promoting	cultural	elements,	but	of	creating	a	carefully	
crafted	narrative	in	which	cultural	values	and	identities	are	intertwined	with	geopolitical	
objectives.	

		Although	harmony	and	cooperation	are	key	values,	Chinese	cultural	diplomacy	
goes	beyond	that.	Emphasis	is	placed	on	the	idea	of	a	community	with	a	shared	future,	
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where	all	countries	can	benefit	from	cooperation	and	joint	development.	This	narrative	
aims	to	position	China	as	a	reliable	and	constructive	partner	on	the	international	stage.	

		In	addition,	values	such	as	the	following	are	promoted:	
● Confucianism:	 The	 Confucian	 principles	 of	 hierarchy,	 loyalty,	 benevolence,	 and	

righteousness	 serve	 as	 the	 foundation	 for	 building	 interpersonal	 and	 state	
relationships	based	on	trust	and	mutual	respect.	

● Legalism:	Legalism,	which	emphasizes	social	order	and	the	importance	of	laws,	is	
used	to	justify	China's	authoritarian	development	model	and	promote	stability	and	
prosperity.	

● Taoism:	Taoism,	with	 its	 emphasis	 on	 harmony	with	 nature	 and	 the	 pursuit	 of	
simplicity,	is	used	to	promote	a	more	sustainable	lifestyle	that	is	in	balance	with	
the	environment.	
		Adapting	Chinese	culture	to	different	contexts	is	a	complex	process	that	requires	

a	deep	understanding	of	local	cultures.	China	seeks	to	strike	a	balance	between	promoting	
its	own	values	and	adapting	to	the	needs	and	expectations	of	its	partners.	This	process	is	
carried	out	by:	

● Cultural	syncretism:	Chinese	culture	blends	with	local	elements	to	create	new	
forms	of	cultural	expression	that	appeal	to	local	audiences.	

● Location:	 Messages	 and	 cultural	 products	 are	 tailored	 to	 the	 specific	
characteristics	of	each	market,	using	language	and	symbols	that	are	familiar	
and	relevant	to	the	audience.	

● Intercultural	 dialogue:	 Dialogue	 between	 different	 cultures	 is	 promoted	 to	
foster	mutual	 understanding	 and	 build	 relationships	 based	 on	 respect	 and	
trust.	

		Cultural	 exchange	 goes	 beyond	 the	 simple	 exchange	 of	 cultural	 goods.	 It	 is	 a	
process	 of	 building	 mutual	 understanding	 and	 transforming	 identities.	 Intercultural	
dialogue,	for	its	part,	is	a	key	tool	for	overcoming	prejudices	and	building	relationships	
based	on	respect	and	understanding.	

		It	 is	 understood	 that	 Chinese	 cultural	 diplomacy	 is	 a	 complex	 strategy	 that	
combines	cultural,	political,	and	economic	elements	to	project	a	positive	image	of	China	
to	 the	 world	 and	 strengthen	 its	 position	 on	 the	 international	 stage.	 By	 promoting	
universal	values	such	as	harmony,	cooperation,	and	respect	for	diversity,	China	seeks	to	
build	a	community	with	a	shared	future	and	consolidate	its	leadership	in	the	21st	century.	

Key	Actors	and	Internal	Dynamics	
		Chinese	cultural	diplomacy	is	a	coordinated	effort	involving	a	variety	of	actors,	

each	with	specific	roles	and	objectives.	Collaboration	among	these	stakeholders	is	key	to	
the	success	of	this	strategy.	

		The	Chinese	Communist	Party	(CCP)	has	evolved	from	a	revolutionary	movement	
into	one	of	the	most	powerful	and	influential	political	forces	in	the	world.	Its	role	as	a	key	
player	on	the	global	stage	has	been	cemented	in	recent	decades,	particularly	through	its	
growing	 economic	 power,	 its	 increasing	 geopolitical	 influence,	 and	 its	 ambitious	
diplomacy.	

	The	Chinese	Communist	Party	(CCP)	plays	a	central	role	in	the	formulation	and	
implementation	 of	 China's	 foreign	 policy,	 including	 cultural	 diplomacy.	 It	 establishes	
general	 guidelines,	 defines	 strategic	 objectives,	 and	 oversees	 the	 implementation	 of	
policies.	Through	its	United	Front	Work	Department,	the	CCP	coordinates	the	activities	of	
the	various	actors	involved	in	cultural	diplomacy.	

		State-Owned	and	Private	Companies:	
● State-Owned	Enterprises:	Companies	such	as	Sinopec,	PetroChina,	and	China	

State	 Construction	Engineering	 Corporation	 play	 a	 key	 role	 in	 the	Belt	 and	
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Road	Initiative	by	financing	and	building	infrastructure	in	various	countries.	
At	the	same	time,	these	companies	help	promote	Chinese	culture	and	values	
through	their	activities.			

● Private	Companies:	Private	companies	such	as	Huawei,	Alibaba,	and	Tencent	
have	achieved	remarkable	success	on	a	global	scale,	enhancing	China's	image.	
These	 companies	 not	 only	 export	 products	 and	 services,	 but	 also	 invest	 in	
research	 and	 development,	 driving	 innovation	 and	 international	
collaboration.			

		Cultural	and	Educational	Institutions			
● Confucius	 Institutes:	 These	 cultural	 centers,	 supported	 by	 the	 Chinese	

government,	have	become	a	symbol	of	China's	cultural	diplomacy.	Confucius	
Institutes	teach	the	Chinese	language,	promote	Chinese	culture,	and	organize	
cultural	events.			

● Private	high	schools:	Online	or	private	language	schools	that	set	an	essential	
standard	 for	 language	 and	 cultural	 learning,	 preparing	 students	 to	 build	
connections	with	China.			

● Chinese	 Universities:	 Universities	 in	 China	 offer	 a	 wide	 variety	 of	 degree	
programs	in	Chinese	and	attract	a	large	number	of	international	students.	In	
addition,	these	institutions	participate	in	joint	research	projects	with	foreign	
universities	and	organize	conferences	and	seminars.	

		The	 media	 are	 tools	 for	 shaping	 narratives	 and	 public	 opinion,	 and	 they	 are	
particularly	important	for	the	analysis	in	this	article.	On	the	one	hand,	China's	state-run	
media,	particularly	CCTV	and	Xinhua,	are	used	to	promote	a	positive	image	of	the	country	
and	disseminate	the	key	messages	of	cultural	diplomacy.	On	the	other	hand,	the	country	
also	invests	in	foreign	media;	for	example,	it	buys	television	channels	and	newspapers	so	
that	its	narratives	can	reach	a	larger	audience.	

		The	 internal	dynamics	of	Chinese	cultural	diplomacy	are	characterized	by	 four	
main	features:		

		First,	 centralized	 coordination;	 second,	 public-private	 cooperation;	 third,	
flexibility;	fourth,	competition.	First,	“cultural	diplomacy	is	subject	to	strict	oversight	by	
the	 Chinese	 Communist	 Party…”.	 In	 China,	 culture	 is	 an	 effective	 tool	 for	 achieving	
strategic	objectives	set	by	the	state—objectives	that	individual	departments	should	not	
interfere	with.	As	a	result,	all	branches	of	cultural	diplomacy	work	 together	under	 the	
unified	leadership	of	the	Chinese	Communist	Party.	

		This	 means	 that	 China's	 cultural	 diplomacy	 is	 a	 complex	 and	 multifaceted	
endeavor	 involving	 a	 variety	 of	 actors.	 Through	 coordination	 and	 adaptation	 to	 local	
conditions,	China	has	been	very	successful	in	projecting	its	influence	globally.	

	
Future	Outlook	

		China's	cultural	diplomacy	will	continue	to	evolve,	facing	both	opportunities	and	
challenges.	 Trends	 such	 as	 digitization	 and	 globalization	 will	 expand	 the	 influence	 of	
Chinese	 cultural	 diplomacy,	 but	 they	will	 also	 expose	 it	 to	more	 intense	 scrutiny	 and	
competition.	 As	 Chinese	 cultural	 diplomacy	 exerts	 a	 more	 significant	 influence	 on	
international	 relations,	 new	 dynamics	 of	 power	 and	 cooperation	 will	 emerge.	 Some	
possible	 scenarios	 for	 the	 future	 of	 Chinese	 cultural	 diplomacy	 include	 even	 greater	
integration	 of	 cultural	 diplomacy	with	 other	 foreign	 policy	 tools,	 even	more	 vigorous	
competition	 with	 other	 powers,	 and	 greater	 sophistication	 in	 the	 management	 of	
intercultural	relations.	

		In	 recent	 decades,	 China	 has	 sought	 to	 establish	 ties	 with	 Latin	 American	
countries	and	has	been	highly	successful	in	doing	so.	As	part	of	its	strategy,	China	has	long	
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implemented	 various	 initiatives	 and	 programs	 that	 have	 helped	 the	 country	 project	 a	
positive	image	and	strengthen	its	relations	with	countries	in	the	region.	In	this	regard,	we	
will	examine	the	main	effects	of	this	strategy:	

For	example,	the	strengthening	of	bilateral	relations	
● Economic	 cooperation:	 Chinese	 investments	 in	 infrastructure	 and	 growing	

trade	 with	 many	 Latin	 American	 countries	 have	 complemented	 cultural	
diplomacy	as	a	means	of	strengthening	economic	cooperation.	

● Cultural	exchange:	Through	cultural	exchange	programs,	scholarships,	and	the	
establishment	of	Confucius	Institutes,	a	greater	understanding	of	both	Chinese	
and	Latin	American	cultures	has	been	fostered.	

● Public	diplomacy:	China	has	succeeded	in	building	a	favorable	image	in	South	
America,	 where	 it	 has	 established	 itself	 as	 a	 reliable	 partner	 willing	 to	
cooperate	in	various	areas.	

● Soft	power:	One	of	the	ways	or	methods	used	to	increase	China's	soft	power	in	
the	 region—which	 has	 made	 it	 possible	 to	 challenge	 traditional	 American	
influence—has	been	cultural	diplomacy.	
	

		The	Expansion	of	Chinese	Influence	
● Culture	 of	 Diplomacy:	 Highlighting	 the	 role	 of	 Chinese	 influencers	 in	 soft	

power	strategies	in	the	region,	in	a	challenge	to	U.S.	hegemony.	
● Diversification	 of	 international	 relations:	 Latin	 American	 countries	 have	

diversified	their	foreign	relations,	seeking	new	opportunities	for	cooperation	
beyond	the	United	States	and	Europe.	

● Reducing	dependence	on	the	U.S.	U.S.:	On	certain	occasions,	Chinese	cultural	
diplomacy	has	played	a	role	in	reducing	Latin	American	countries’	dependence	
on	the	United	States,	both	politically	and	economically.	

		In	 other	 words,	 based	 on	 the	 above,	 Chinese	 cultural	 diplomacy	 has	 had	 a	
profound	 influence	 on	 Latin	 America,	 changing	 bilateral	 dynamics	 and	 redefining	 the	
regional	political	landscape.	However,	it	is	also	important	to	examine	the	challenges	and	
risks	of	this	strategy	and	the	future	of	this	relationship.	

		Venezuela	 has	 been	 a	 prime	 example	 of	 Chinese	 cultural	 diplomacy	 in	 Latin	
America.	 Bilateral	 relations,	which	 have	 grown	 stronger	 in	 recent	 decades,	 have	 been	
characterized	 by	 intense	 economic	 interdependence	 and	 China's	 growing	 cultural	
influence.	 Mega-infrastructure	 projects,	 energy	 cooperation,	 and	 cultural	 exchange	
programs	 have	 also	 been	 the	 hallmarks	 of	 this	 relationship.	 However,	 this	 strategic	
alliance	has	had	its	share	of	blessings	and	challenges.	

		On	 the	 one	 hand,	 cooperation	 between	 Venezuela	 and	 China	 has	 enabled	 the	
South	American	country	to	secure	financing	for	development	projects	and,	 in	turn,	has	
strengthened	 its	 position	 on	 the	 global	 geopolitical	 map.	 On	 the	 other	 hand,	 Chinese	
investment	in	infrastructure	has	led	to	sustained	economic	growth	and	an	improvement	
in	 people's	 quality	 of	 life.	 In	 particular,	 cooperation	 in	 the	 energy	 sector	 ensures	 that	
China	has	access	to	oil	and	that	the	Venezuelan	government	receives	crucial	revenue.	

		On	 the	 other	 hand,	 falling	 oil	 prices	 and	 international	 sanctions	 have	 tested	
Venezuela's	ability	to	meet	its	financial	obligations.	Furthermore,	the	lack	of	transparency	
in	 some	 agreements	 and	 the	 concentration	 of	 economic	 power	 in	 the	 hands	 of	 a	 few	
Chinese	companies	have	sparked	criticism	and	debate	within	Venezuelan	society.	

		Looking	ahead,	the	relationship	between	Venezuela	and	China	will	face	a	complex	
landscape	fraught	with	uncertainty.	Venezuela's	economic	recovery	will	depend	largely	
on	the	government's	ability	to	implement	structural	reforms	and	diversify	its	economy.	
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For	its	part,	China	will	need	to	adapt	its	cultural	diplomacy	strategy	to	the	new	realities	
in	Venezuela	and	seek	ways	to	mitigate	the	risks	associated	with	this	relationship.	

		The	 case	 of	Venezuela	 illustrates	 both	 the	 opportunities	 and	 the	 challenges	 of	
Chinese	cultural	diplomacy	in	Latin	America.	Although	this	strategy	has	allowed	China	to	
strengthen	its	presence	in	the	region,	it	has	also	raised	concerns	about	the	sustainability	
of	this	relationship	and	its	impact	on	the	sovereignty	of	the	recipient	countries.	

		In	the	future,	the	relationship	between	Venezuela	and	China	will	face	a	complex	
situation	fraught	with	uncertainty.	Venezuela's	economic	recovery	will	depend	largely	on	
the	government's	ability	to	implement	structural	reforms	and	diversify	its	economy.	For	
its	part,	China	will	need	to	adapt	its	cultural	diplomacy	strategy	to	the	new	realities	in	
Venezuela	and	seek	ways	to	mitigate	the	risks	associated	with	this	relationship.	

	In	 conclusion,	 the	 case	 of	 Venezuela	 illustrates	 both	 the	 opportunities	 and	 the	
challenges	of	Chinese	cultural	diplomacy	in	Latin	America.	While	this	strategy	has	allowed	
China	 to	 strengthen	 its	 presence	 in	 the	 region,	 it	 has	 also	 raised	 concerns	 about	 the	
sustainability	 of	 this	 relationship	 and	 its	 impact	 on	 the	 sovereignty	 of	 the	 recipient	
countries.	

		To	 navigate	 today's	 complex	 geopolitical	 landscape,	 it	 is	 vital	 to	 understand	
Chinese	 cultural	 diplomacy.	 To	 the	 extent	 that	 this	 state	 policy	 has	 fundamentally	
revolutionized	the	dynamics	of	how	China	presents	itself	to	the	world	and	has	reshaped	
international	 relations,	 analyzing	 its	 mechanisms,	 values,	 and	 intentions	 allows	 us	 to	
anticipate	 trends	 and	 strengthen	 our	 international	 relations	 and	 political	 decision-
making,	 while	 also	 promoting	 intercultural	 understanding.	 In	 an	 increasingly	
interconnected	world,	an	understanding	of	this	form	of	diplomacy	provides	us	with	a	key	
tool	for	engaging	in	an	informed	and	constructive	way	in	the	shaping	of	the	future.	

	
	

	
Discussion	and	Conclusions	

	
Although	 China's	 cultural	 diplomacy	 has	 made	 progress	 in	 some	 countries,	 its	

effectiveness	varies	by	region	and	context.		The	narrative	of	the	"Chinese	Dream"	may	be	
appealing	 in	 developing	 countries,	 but	 it	 is	 met	 with	 skepticism	 in	 the	 West.	 	 The	
implications	of	these	findings	for	Chinese	foreign	policy	and	international	relations	in	a	
multipolar	world	are	discussed.	

The	Chinese	Dream	and	 cultural	 diplomacy	 represent	 an	 ambitious	 strategy	by	
China	to	project	 its	power	globally.	As	China	continues	 its	rise,	cultural	diplomacy	will	
play	an	increasingly	important	role	in	shaping	the	world	order.	However,	the	long-term	
success	 of	 this	 strategy	 will	 depend	 on	 China's	 ability	 to	 adapt	 to	 an	 ever-changing	
international	environment	and	to	address	the	legitimate	concerns	of	other	countries.	In	a	
future	marked	by	growing	competition	among	major	powers	and	geopolitical	uncertainty,	
cultural	diplomacy	could	become	a	double-edged	sword.	On	the	one	hand,	it	can	serve	as	
a	bridge	to	build	trust	and	cooperation	among	different	civilizations.	On	the	other	hand,	
it	could	exacerbate	divisions	and	fuel	tensions.	The	future	of	international	relations	will	
depend	largely	on	how	China	and	the	West	manage	this	complex	relationship,	in	which	
cultural	diplomacy	plays	a	fundamental	role	as	a	tool	of	soft	power	and	as	an	ideological	
battleground.	

		The	growing	reliance	on	digital	technologies,	such	as	social	media	and	artificial	
intelligence,	has	expanded	the	tools	available	to	Chinese	cultural	diplomacy,	but	it	has	also	
posed	new	challenges	related	to	privacy,	security,	and	the	manipulation	of	public	opinion.	



El	sueño	chino	y	la	diplomacia	cultural	

85	
(2026)	MLSLIP,	5(1),	73-86	

		Ultimately,	 the	Chinese	Dream	and	 its	 cultural	diplomacy	 represent	one	of	 the	
most	significant	challenges	of	our	time.	The	questions	we	have	raised	are	just	a	few	of	the	
many	we	must	consider	as	we	navigate	this	new	and	complex	international	landscape.	Are	
we	ready	for	the	changes	ahead?	How	can	we	build	a	more	just	and	equitable	future	in	an	
increasingly	interconnected	world?	
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